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category from a purely industrial town like Coventry. Whereas the
percentage of Oxford's occupied population engaged in these indus-
tries was 41-7 per cent., in Coventry it was only 20-1, while for
England and Wales the percentage was 33-4. The most influential
factor in this result was the larger proportion of domestic servants
in Oxford.
The occupied population of the Survey Area is largely urban. In
1931 Oxford contained 73 per cent, of the occupied people of the
Area and Abingdon and Woodstock accounted for 6-7 per cent, and
1-3 per cent, respectively. Thus, under 20 per cent, of the occupied
population lived in the country. An even smaller proportion would
have worked in the country, since while many people come daily
from the surrounding villages to work in Oxford, the number who
reverse this process must be very small. Nearly one-third (28 per
cent.) of the occupied men who lived in the rural districts in 1931
were engaged in agricultural occupations. The remainder were
chiefly in employment connected with the motor industry and in
building and transport.
In the Abingdon and Headington Rural Districts,1 building and
transport each accounted for about 10 per cent, of the occupied men,
but in Culham Rural District they only absorbed 10 per cent, to-
gether, a reflection of the more agricultural nature of this district,
where over 37 per cent, of the working males were employed on the
land. In each of the three urban areas of Oxford, Abingdon, and
Woodstock, transport, commerce, and building accounted between
them for about one-third of the occupied males. The importance of
the glove industry in Woodstock is shown by the large proportion
(21 per cent.) of the occupied population (both sexes) which was
engaged in it. Motor-car manufacture was of primary importance in
Abingdon as well as in Oxford. In the former town, 12 per cent, of
the occupied men were employed in it, compared with 14 per cent,
in Oxford.
More than half of the occupied women of the Area were engaged
in personal service, i.e. in domestic service, restaurants, hotels,
laundries, and hairdressing. In Abingdon and Woodstock the per-
centage so employed was smaller than in the other parts of the Area
because of the rival attractions in the one town of the clothing factory2
and in the other of the glove industry. The influence of the residen-
tial nature of Boars Hill and Cumnor is reflected in the figure of 23 -5
1  The changes which have taken place since 1931 in the ateas and nomenclatures of
the rural districts forming part of the Survey Area are set out in Appendix HE.
2  This factory has since closed down.